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Today’s weather 
Cloudy, 
N mist; fog. 
i High: 50 
Low: 35 
Saturday: Rain, snow, 38 | 24 
Sunday: Snow in p.m., 32 | 20 


Weather report, A2 


Mammoth Crossword 
returns for holiday 


Our giant, year-in-review 
crossword puzzle returns 
Sunday. It is so big, it wont 
fit on a page. It has more 
than 600 clues. And it is 
fun for the entire family. 
Look for it in Sunday’s 
Arts & Life section. 


Metro<State 


Gang member, 18, says 
he wants to deter others 
A gang member whose er- 
rant gunfire left two children 
wounded tells a judge he 
wants to keep other youths 
from following his path. He is 
sent to prison for 41 years. A10 


‘Connected’ toys can be 

an opening for hackers 
Toy companies have been 
promoting “connected” play- 
things that can link to the 
internet. But they also are 
vulnerable to hackers. A13 


Nation&World 


HealthCare.gov sign-ups 
nearing levels of 2017 
More than 8.8 million people 
signed up for Affordable Care 
Act health plans for 2018 
through the HealthCare.gov 
website, a turnout close to 
2017 totals. A16 


Sports 


Cavaliers outlast Bulls for 
12th straight home win 
LeBron James scores 34 points 


and Kevin Love 27 as the Cava- 
liers edge Chicago,115-112. B1 


Forum 


New rules of discourse: 
Outrage is only option 
Opinion: Many Americans 
seem as addicted to indigna- 
tion as others are to cocaine, 
George Will writes. E1 
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Stopgap spending bill 


Congress averts shutdown, tables aid package 


Lisa Mascaro 
Tribune Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Con- 
gress approved a temporary 
spending bill to prevent a 
government shutdown, but 
failed to complete work on 
an $81 billion disaster aid 
package to help California, 
Gulf Coast states and Puerto 
Rico recover from wildfires 


and hurricanes, as lawmakers 
scrambled Thursday to wrap 
up business before a Christ- 
mas break. 

The stopgap measure con- 
tinues federal operations for 
a few more weeks, setting up 
another deadline for Jan. 19. 
But it left undone a long list 
of priorities that members of 
both parties had hoped to fin- 
ish this year. 


The House approved the 
spending bill 231-188, with 
14 Democrats joining a ma- 
jority of the chamber’s Repub- 
licans. The Senate quickly fol- 
lowed, voting 66-32 to avert a 
federal shutdown today. 

The disaster aid package, 
though, the largest in U.S. 
history, ran into trouble. It 
passed the House 251-169, 
on a bipartisan vote, but was 


blocked in the Senate, where 
it required 60 votes, under 
pressure from two directions. 

Conservative groups 
opposed the disaster measure 
for increasing spending too 
much, and Democrats said 
it was insufficient, especially 
for hard-hit Puerto Rico. 
Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell of Kentucky 
decided not to bring the 


measure up for a vote. 

Lawmakers plan to try 
again in the new year. 

The stopgap spending 
bill would fund three more 
months of the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program, 
or CHIP, which provides in- 
surance for nearly 9 million 
children nationwide. 


SEE SHUTDOWN | A18 


Fiery solstice celebration 


CHUCK CROW | THE PLAIN DEALER 


eauga Park District senior naturalist Dan Best performs as a northern barbarian during a skit 


at the West Wood Nature Center in Newbury to celebrate the winter solstice on Thursday. 
The shortest day and the longest night of the year happen during the winter solstice, on or 


about Dec. 21. Skits highlighted solstice traditions of different civilizations. 


International debate 


U.N. rebukes U.S. Jerusalem policy shift 


General Assembly vote is 128 to 9, 
despite Trump threat of retaliation 


MARK LENNIHAN | ASSOCIATED PRESS 
U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley 
speaks at the U.N. General Assembly on Thursday as 
the body rebukes a U.S. policy shift on Jerusalem. 


RICK GLADSTONE 
New York Times 


UNITED NATIONS — A 
majority of the world’s na- 
tions delivered a stinging 
rebuke to the United States 
on Thursday, denouncing its 
decision to recognize Jeru- 
salem as Israel’s capital and 
ignoring President Donald 
Trump’s threats to retaliate 
by cutting aid to countries 
voting against it. 

In a collective act of de- 
fiance toward Washington, 
the United Nations General 
Assembly voted 128-9, with 


35 abstentions, for a reso- 
lution to demand that the 
United States rescind its 
Dec. 6 declaration on Jerusa- 
lem, the contested holy city. 
The resolution is nonbind- 
ing and therefore largely 
symbolic, but the lopsided 
vote indicated the extent to 
which the Trump adminis- 
tration’s decision to defy a 
50-year international con- 
sensus on Jerusalem’s status 
has unsettled world politics 
and contributed to America’s 
diplomatic isolation. 


SEE REBUKE | A18 


Downtown 


Euclid Ave. 
rebuilder 
drops plan 
for a hotel 


Alto Partners project 
to be housing, retail 


MICHELLE JARBOE 
mjarboe@plaind.com 


What’s old is new again 
at the long-suffering John 
Hartness Brown complex 
in downtown Cleveland, 
where the property’s new 
owner has returned to the 
original vision for rede- 
velopment: housing, not 
a hotel. 

Alto Partners no longer 
plans to include a 140- 
room, limited-service hotel 
in a revival of the build- 
ings, a series of empty fa- 
cades at 1001-1101 Euclid 
Ave. 

That blighted expanse 
of real estate now is ear- 
marked for 228 apart- 
ments, with 20,000 square 
feet of retail along the 
street and 230 parking 
spaces tucked inside. Alto 
recently amended its plans 
in a filing with the state. 

In an email, Alto exec- 
utive Michael Sabracos 
confirmed the change in 
scope. 

Lenders, he wrote, 
weren’t nearly as enthusi- 
astic about a hotel as they 
were about apartments. 

“Given the history of 
this project, we wanted 
to take a path that pro- 
vided us with the upmost 
success,” wrote Sabracos, 
chief executive officer for 
Alto’s U.S. operations. 
“Since our decision, we 
have secured the financ- 
ing to move forward with 
the project ... and look for- 
ward to bringing the build- 
ing back to life.” 

Most of the apartments 
will have one bedroom or 
one bedroom with a den, 
though the property will 
include some high-end 
penthouses. Sabracos said 
prices haven’t been set, but 
the rents will be similar to 
what comparable projects 
are charging downtown. 


SEE MAKEOVER | A13 


“Cleveland Museum of Art’s Jazz Age show is a 
glittery, ebullient knockout” -Plain Dealer 


THE JAZZ AGE 


AMERICAN STYLE IN THE 1920s 
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